
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Sixteen Squares, 

Alexander Black House Location 

The Past  
In the mid-1700’s, a frontier farming community named Drapers Meadow was established in 
the area. The community of Drapers Meadow grew around the headwaters of Stroubles Creek 
and became part of Montgomery County in 1776. In 1750 Samuel Black purchased 650 acres 
of land in the Drapers Meadow area, which was later, inherited by his sons William and John 
Black. In 1798 William Black set aside 38 acres of his land to establish the village of 
Blacksburg. The plan arranged the village in a four by four grid pattern creating sixteen 
blocks. Community buildings were placed strategically throughout this grid. This layout 
became known as the “Sixteen Squares”. 
 
The great grandson of Samuel Black was Harvey Black who was the father of Alexander 
Black, a prominent businessman in the Town.  Mr. Alexander Black lived in a house typical 
of Blacksburg design, a wooden two-story single pile house, with hipped roof, corbelled brick 
chimney, and gabled sheltered front porch. This house was located between Main Street and 
Roop Street (Roop St. is now known as Draper Road). This original house burned at the site 
as documented by Rosanna Croy Dawson: 
 

“About 4 o’clock Mr. Alexander Blacks house caught fire. No one knows how, for 
there wasn’t anybody in the house for he and his wife was gone to some springs for 
his health. Oh what a sight it was to see the flames licking up to-ward the sky the last 
part of July. By August they were men an boys hunting and cleaning off the ground to 
build another house.” 

 
Mr. Alexander Black chose to rebuild on the site 
of his original house. However with Blacksburg’s 
growing prosperity he decided to move away from 
the Town’s vernacular roots to a more mainstream 
architectural design. He “replaced the original 
home with a mansion of fanciful design”. He 
chose the Queen Anne Victorian Style and 
although it is unknown who designed Alexander 
Blacks new house a leading candidate is George 
Barber, of Knoxville Tennessee who designed 
similar style houses across the nation. 

 
The Queen Anne architectural style is a sub-style of the late Victorian era. The Queen Anne 
is a collection of coquettish detailing and eclectic materials. Steep cross-gabled roofs, towers, 
and vertical windows are all typical of a Queen Anne home. Inventive, multistory floor plans 
often include projecting wings, several porches and balconies, and multiple chimneys with 
decorative chimney pots.  
 
Wooden "gingerbread" trim in scrolled and rounded "fish-scale" patterns frequently graces 
gables and porches. Massive cut stone foundations are typical of period houses. Created by 
English architect Richard Norman Shaw, the style was popularized after the Civil War by 
architect Henry Hobson Richardson and spread rapidly, especially in the South and West. 
 
Mr. Alexander Black included most of these features in his new elegant mansion. This 
created the best example of Victorian architecture in the Town of Blacksburg and, during the 
home’s height, was rivaled in elegance by only a handful of houses in the entire County. 
Servant quarters as well as the kitchen were attached to the house’s rear, which was still 
uncommon in the late 19th century.  Large Bay windows were located throughout the house 
and the top of the parapet, which was accessible via a roof hatch providing grand views of 
Blacksburg’s Main Street.  
 
The Black Family remained in this house until 1935 when Mr. Black passed away. Its 
prominent and highly visible location on Main Street lent the house to a commercial use and 
the building was eventually occupied by the Oakey’s Funeral Home. This Funeral Home 
service continued until 2002 when the McCoy Funeral home sold the house.  
 
During the house’s 60+-year service as a Funeral home, several alterations were 
made to it to allow it to operate. The wrap around porch was enclosed and interior 
walls removed to allow for large gathering areas. The second floor balcony was 
covered as well as some of the Bay windows. Vinyl siding was placed around the 
exterior and the top of the parapet was removed.  

 
 
 
 



 
Alexander Black House: Original Floor Plan 

The Present 
The Town Council stepped forward to consider purchase of the historic Alexander Black 
House in April 2002 to restore and preserve this valued element of the Town’s heritage.   
 
Kent Square developer, Bob Pack, approached the Town with an idea for a major 
redevelopment of one of the original Town “Sixteen Squares”, in the downtown core.  This 
proposal was inspired by the Downtown Master Plan, the town’s Economic Development 
Plan, and the 2001 Comprehensive Plan, each of which recognizes the value of the character 
of the downtown while noting a significant need for additional commercial development, 
retail diversity, and parking to support the uses. 
 
The Alexander Black House, while still a charismatic structure on its Main Street facade, has 
been altered significantly over the last 60 years to support its use as a funeral parlor.  As the 
house was located on a parcel of land in the middle of a block of four properties between a 
gas station and auto repair shop, its restoration and preservation as a historic structure seemed 
unlikely given the demand for commercial space in the downtown core. 
 

Mr. Pack proposed a development 
that would consolidate the 
properties in the block, and 
offered the Town the opportunity 
to purchase the historic house and 
relocate it off the development 
site.  An agreement was 
composed under which the 
developer would dismantle the 
additions and exterior alterations 
on the historic house, temporarily 
close in openings that remain after 
demolition, and brace the 
structure for relocation.  The 
Town contracted with Expert 
House Movers to move the 
historic house across Draper Road 

to a site on the lawn to the south of the Thomas Connor House, another Town owned historic 
house.  The move of the house is scheduled to occur in December 2002. 
 
The Alexander Black House will be sited adjacent to the Thomas Connor House, on the slope 
overlooking Draper Road.  The two houses will be situated so that a plaza can be constructed 
between them along the Bicentennial Greenway, which crosses this property.   
 
It is the Town Council’s intention to restore the Alexander Black House to its original 
condition, as documented in the 1902 cover photograph of this plan.  To accomplish this, the 
Town will seek consulting services in July 2003 to develop a restoration plan.  The initial cost 
of the plan is estimated to be $30,000.  Donations are needed to help fund this plan. 
 
It is estimated that the restoration cost for the Alexander Black House will be in the range of 
$250,000 to $400, 000.  Until the restoration funding is attained, the house will be weather 
tight, and climate controlled to preserve the structure, however it will not be open for use and 
its appearance will be of a work in progress.  Exterior walls that had been removed over the 
years to accommodate the additions and alterations will be exposed and temporarily closed 
in, however the house will not have doors and windows in place along these temporary walls.  
The porch will be braced, but not constructed, and the historic turret will remain missing.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Future   
The Town Council’s intention is that the Alexander Black House will be used as a Cultural 
Services Facility.   
 
A cultural services facility is defined in the Town’s Zoning Ordinance as “A library, 
museum, or similar public or quasi-public use displaying, preserving, and exhibiting objects 
of community and cultural interest in one or more of the arts or sciences.” 
 
The use and operation of the facility will be governed by and will be under the direct control 
of Town Council.  
 
 
The Alexander Black House will be in the Old Town Residential (OTR) zoning district.  A 
Cultural Services Facility is allowed as a special use in this district.  The consideration of a 
Special Use Permit for the Alexander Black House to be a Cultural Services Facility is 
scheduled as follows: 
 

November 12, 2002 Town Council directs Planning Commission to 
initiate consideration of a Special Use Permit. 

 Council Chambers, 7:30 p.m. 
 
December 3, 2002 Planning Commission schedules a public hearing 

and refers the application to Committee. 
 Council Chambers, 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
December 4, 2002 Neighborhood Meeting on the Special Use Permit  
 Council Chambers, 6:00 p.m. 
 
December 9, 2002 Historic – Design Review Board review of 

application 
 
December 10, 2002 Town Council schedules a public hearing. 
 Council Chambers, 7:30 p.m. 

December 16, 2002  Environmental Quality and Land Use Committee 
 Review of Application 
 Council Chambers, 4:00 p.m.  
 
January 7, 2003 Planning Commission Public Hearing and 

Recommendation 
 Council Chambers, 7:30 p.m. 
 
January 14, 2003 Town Council Public Hearing and Decision 

     Council Chambers, 7:30 p.m. 
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History is the witness that testifies to the passing of time; it illumines 
reality, vitalizes memory, provides guidance in daily life and brings us 
tidings of antiquity.  

Marcus Tullius 
 
 
Town Council would like to encourage individuals, community organizations, and civic 
groups to embrace this opportunity and contribute to the restoration and preservation of the 
Alexander Black House. Your participation is vital to restoring the historical vitality of this 
grand Blacksburg home.   
 
Special thanks to the Alexander Black Historic Preservation Foundation for their dedication 
to this project, publicity, and continued fundraising efforts.  
 
The Town of Blacksburg is a 501 (a) organization. Your contributions will be acknowledged 
in writing, and may be tax deductible. Please consult your tax advisor for a final 
determination.   
 
Please make checks payable to the Town of Blacksburg, and mail to the Blacksburg 
Municipal Building, 300 South Main Street, PO Box 90003, Blacksburg, Virginia 24062-
9003. For more information call (540) 961-1126. 
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